MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES ON WEDNESDAY 17TH NOVEMBER  2010

PRESENT:

Cllr Mrs J Lucas (Chairman)
Cllrs Mrs M Dodds, Mrs S Spencer, A Dewis, A Walters, M Taylor, C Haworth, T Clark

One member of the public was also present

80/10
APOLOGIES
 - Local Government Act 1972 Section 85(1)


Members were asked to decide whether to approve apologies for absence from:


(i)
Cllr Mrs Lorna Grey



It was proposed by Cllr Dewis, seconded by Cllr Taylor and unanimously agreed 


to approve the absence due to a prior commitment


(ii)
Cllr George Swiffin



It was proposed by Cllr Dewis, seconded by Cllr Mrs Dodds and unanimously 


agreed to approve the absence due to ill health


(iii)
Cllr Mark Woodcock



It was proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Mrs Dodds and unanimously 


agreed to approve the absence due to work commitments
81/10
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

(i)
Cllr Taylor declared a personal and prejudicial interest in items 9(i) and 9(ii) on 


the agenda as the applicant is a client of his employer and in item 9(xii) as the 


agent acting for the applicants is a former colleague and close associate 

(ii)
Cllr Mrs Spencer declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 9(xii) on the 


agenda as one of the applicants is a former employee of the Council and also a 


close associate

(iii)
Cllr Mrs Dodds declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 9(xii) on the 


agenda as one of the applicants is a former employee of the Council and also a 


close associate

(iv)
Cllr Mrs Lucas declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 9(xii) on the 


agenda as one of the applicants is a former employee of the Council and also a 


close associate

(v)
The Clerk declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 9(v) on the agenda 


as the applicants are family members and in item 9(xii) on the agenda as the 


applicants are close associates

82/10
MINUTES
(Appendix A)


It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Dodds, seconded by Cllr Walters and agreed with 4 votes for 
and 4 abstentions that the minutes of the extra meeting of the Planning and General 
Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 27th October 2010 be approved and signed 
as a true record of that meeting 


83/10
COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS



None
84/10
MEMBER’S REPORTS



Cllr Taylor tabled a report on the recent announcement from HM Government regarding 
a scheme to incentivise Local Authorities to build new houses. 

Cllr Mrs Lucas reported on various issues relating to trees in Oakham North West Ward

85/10
CLERK’S REPORT – For information only


The Clerk reported as follows:

Planning Applications approved under delegation


APP/2010/1059/JM

Mr and Mrs Potter


Construction of conservatory to rear (west) elevation to replace existing


18 Nightingale Way


APP/2010/1046/APB

Mrs J Glennie


Construction of conservatory to rear (east) elevation


22 Churchill Road

Planning Decisions

The following applications have been approved by Rutland County Council

FUL/2010/0885 – Construction of single storey extension to the front of 24 Alsthorpe Road

FUL/2010/1012 – Change of use from B8 to D2 at Units 1-2 Long Row Business Centre. This is for the children’s soft play venture

FUL/2010/0975 – Replace roof and insertion of 4 No. Conservation rooflights at 4 Burley Road

FUL/2010/0908 – Construction of two storey extension to the side and conversion of garage at 1 Calder Close

CAT -/2010/0952 – Works to trees at Yule House

The following application has been refused

PTA/2010/0980 – Removal / pollard of 1 No. Horse Chestnut tree at 40 Springfield

The following application has been withdrawn

CAC/2010/0390 – Demolition of dwelling at 39 Penn Street

Planning Appeal
An appeal relating to FUL /2010/0329 has been dismissed. This was the application relating to the construction of a first floor extension at 4 Kennedy Close. The original application was refused by RCC and the applicant appealed that decision. A copy of the appeal decision is available if required.

Parking Notices

The formal Notice of Proposal relating to various parking restrictions in Oakham has now been published

Notice of various restrictions and closures relating to the Late Night Shopping Event on 13th December have also been published

Elections 2011
The LRALC is holding two information days for members and officers regarding the Local Government Elections in May 2011. These are on Monday 17th January from 2.00 - 4.30pm or on Saturday 22 January from 10.00am – 12.30pm at the LRALC offices in Anstey. Please let the Clerk know as soon as possible if you wish to attend either of these. The events are free.

Christmas Lights 

All items ordered have been delivered today (17th November). As members are aware these are being erected on the 28th November.

86/10
DEPUTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC


Mr M Brookes stated that members should be mindful when considering Item 9(vii) on 
the agenda that any refusal would have an adverse effect on the family that ran the 
establishment. He added that it was his view that not all problems related to the 
consumption of alcohol were 
because of drinking establishments in Oakham.
87/10 
BUDGET
(Appendix B)

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Spencer, seconded by Cllr Mrs Dodds and unanimously 
agreed that discussions on the budget would be deferred to the next meeting of the 
Council scheduled for December 1st 2010
88/10
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members considered the following applications:

Having declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the following two items on the 
agenda, Cllr Taylor left the meeting and took no part in the discussion or vote

(i)
APP/2010/1066/PG

Stamford Homes Limited



Variation of condition 5 of planning permission OUT/2008/0344 to increase the 


total number of dwellings from 117 to at least 125



Vale of Catmose College Cold Overton Road



After discussion it was proposed by Cllr Dewis, seconded by Cllr Haworth 


and unanimously agreed to recommend refusal on the grounds that the 



increase in houses would lead to an unacceptably high density level on the 


site and that the associated increase in traffic movement would have an 



adverse impact both in the immediate vicinity and at the level crossing
(ii)
APP/2010/1073/PG

Stamford Homes Limited


Reserved matters application for erection of 125 new dwellings and associated 


works


Vale of Catmose College Cold Overton Road


During discussions the following points were made:

· The proposed density of houses was too high

· That the proposed three storey apartment block on the frontage of Cold 
Overton Road was inappropriate

· That the proposed construction materials, listed as red and orange brick, 
were not in keeping with existing development in the area

· That the Planning Condition stipulating the maximum number of houses 
as 117 had been put there for a good reason

· That the lack of open space in the development was a cause for concern 
and that if the number of houses was, as originally submitted, 117 the 
amount of open space could be increased

· That Tree Preservation Orders should be placed on the chestnut trees on 
the frontage to Cold Overton Road and a pine tree on the site
· That the removal of mature trees was not acceptable

· That the proposed planting scheme was boring and unimaginative 

· There were concerns about the amount of traffic the development would 
generate heading in to Oakham

· That a Pelican Crossing should be installed on Cold Overton Road 

· That the development would meet a need in Oakham



It was then proposed by Cllr Dewis, seconded by Cllr Mrs Dodds and 



unanimously agreed that the application be recommended for refusal on the 


following grounds:

1.
That the proposed density is too high


2.
That red and orange brick is not in keeping with existing development 



in the area


3.
That the proposed three storey apartment block on the frontage of 




Cold Overton Road would be both inappropriate and overbearing on 



the existing street scene


4.
That the proposed landscaping of the development is unimaginative

5.
That the removal of a large number of mature trees is not acceptable

6.
That the proposed development would lead to an unacceptably high 



level of traffic trying to access the Town Centre via an already 




congested level crossing


7. 
That the proposed amount of open space within the development is 



inadequate

8.
That Tree Preservation Orders should be placed on the chestnut trees on 


the frontage to Cold Overton Road and a pine tree on the site

Cllr Taylor returned to the meeting

(iii)
APP/2010/1063/NH

Hawksmead Limited


Creation of new vehicular access


Land north of roundabout Main Road Barleythorpe



Members were informed that this application had been approved the previous 


evening by Rutland County Council and it was then proposed by Cllr Taylor, 


seconded by Cllr Mrs Spencer and unanimously agreed that the application need 


not be considered

(iv)
FUL/2010/0970/JM

Mr and Mrs Niall Cooter


Construction of single storey extension to side and rear elevation


23 Trent Road


Recommend Approval. Proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Dewis and 


unanimously agreed

Having declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the following item the Clerk left 
the meeting
(v)
APP/2010/1076/APB

Mr and Mrs C Dear


Construction of pitched roof over existing garage and extension


22 Derwent Drive


Recommend approval. Proposed by Cllr Mrs Dodds, seconded by Cllr Taylor 


and unanimously agreed

The Clerk returned to the meeting

(vi)
APP/2010/1035/JM

Miss Julianne Wright


Change of use from residential (C3) to beauty salon business (D1)


55 South Street


After considerable discussion relating to the application it was proposed by 


Cllr Haworth and seconded by Cllr Walters that the application be 




recommended for refusal as the proposed location, in a terraced dwelling, was 


inappropriate. This motion was defeated by 6 votes to two.


It was then proposed by Cllr Taylor seconded by Cllr Mrs Dodds and agreed 


with 6 votes for and 2 against that the application be recommended for 



approval
(vii)
APP/2010/1060/NT

Mr John Woods


Change of use from A1 (Retail) to A4 (Drinking establishment)


14-16 Melton Road


Members were informed of the reasons for the application and following 



extensive discussion it was proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr 



Walters and agreed with 4 votes for, 2 against and two abstentions that the 


application be recommended for approval subject to the applicant:


1. 
Complying with all conditions imposed by Rutland County Council 



and HM Planning Inspectorate


2.
Making improvements to the front of the property

(viii)
APP/2010/1105/APB

RCC Highways Dept.


Fell 5 No. Leylandii


Land adjacent to 12 Greenfield Road


Recommend approval. Proposed by Cllr Haworth, seconded by Cllr Clark 



and unanimously agreed

(ix)
APP/2010/1101/APB

Oakham School


Reduce 1 No. Hornbeam tree by 10-15%


Roundhouse Church Street


Recommend approval. Proposed by Cllr Haworth, seconded by Cllr Dewis 


and unanimously agreed

(x)
APP/2010/1084/APB

Ms Terri Dainton


Re-pollard 1 No. Lime tree


20a Stamford Road


Recommend approval. Proposed by Cllr Mrs Lucas, seconded by Cllr Clark 


and unanimously agreed

(xi)
APP/2010/1117/APB

Mr John Parsons


Reduce 1 No. limb from 1 No. Sycamore tree


15 Peterborough Avenue


Recommend approval. Proposed by Cllr Dewis, seconded by Cllr Taylor 



and unanimously agreed

Having declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the following item on the 
agenda, Cllr Mrs Dodds, Cllr Mrs Spencer, Cllr Mrs Lucas, Cllr Taylor and the Clerk 
left the meeting and took no part in the discussion or vote
It was proposed by Cllr Dewis, seconded by Cllr Clark and unanimously agreed that, in 
the absence of the Chairman and the Vice Chairman, Cllr Haworth chair the meeting.

(xii)
APP/2010/1138/PG

Rutland Garden Centre


Retrospective application for change of use of part of first floor of retail unit from 

storage to living accommodation


Rutland Garden Centre Rutland Village Ashwell Road


Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Dewis and 


agreed with 3 votes for and Cllr Walters against that the application would not be          

considered and therefore no comment would be made.

Cllr Mrs Dodds, Cllr Mrs Spencer, Cllr Mrs Lucas, Cllr Taylor and the Clerk returned 
to the meeting and Cllr Mrs Lucas resumed as Chairman
89/10
EARLIER CLOSURE OF TOILETS 

(Appendix C – Letter from RCC)

To decide whether the Public Toilets in Church Street should close at 5pm for the period 
December 1st 2010 – February 28th 2011


A number of issues were discussed and it was proposed by Cllr Dewis, seconded by Cllr 
Haworth and agreed with 6 votes for and 2 against that the Public Toilets in the Church 
Street Car Park should close at 5pm for the period December 1st 2010 – February 28th 
2011


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm
    Signed: ______________________________________________________________

Chairman

16th February 2011
