MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS AND RECREATIONAL COMMITTEE HELD AT THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES ON WEDNESDAY 18th OCTOBER 06 at VICTORIA HALL, 39, HIGH STREET, OAKHAM
PRESENT:

Cllr M Woodcock (in the Chair)
Cllr’s Ms J France, Mrs J Fillingham and Mrs S Spencer
Cllr’s H Wolley, G Swiffin and J Harrison arrived later
41/06
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs M Dodds, Cllr, Cllr Mrs S Tyers, Cllr C Mote, Cllr P Beech and Cllr A Kelly.  On the proposal of Cllr Swiffin and seconded by Cllr Wolley, the apologies were unanimously accepted.

42/06
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Wolley declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 10, as the applicant was known to him; he left the room during the item and took no part in the discussion or vote.
43/06
MINUTES
(Appendix A)
On the proposal of Cllr Swiffin and seconded by Cllr Ms France, it was agreed by five votes to none with one abstention that the minutes of the Finance, Parks and Recreational Committee held on Wednesday June 21st 2006 copies of which had been previously circulated, were taken as read, confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman
44/06
COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS

There were none.
45/06
REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORTS

Cllr Ms France reported on the Carol Concert Working Party, stating that they had many ideas and proposals and initial feeling was positive, several organisations have been approached for inclusion, Brooke Hill School Choir, VCC Band and Choir, the Scouts and Guides.
46/06
CLERK’S REPORT – For information only

The clerk reported as follows:
Royces Playing Field: The situation appears to have calmed down with no reports coming into the office of any anti-social behaviour.  However, half term is about to start so we will see. Serviceteam are still going in daily. The police are also monitoring the area. Councillors will be considering whether to reinstate the bench at Royces later on

Bandstand: It has proved difficult to extract any firm quotations from the builder who was approached. A number of phone calls have been made to him and nothing has yet been received.

Oakham Cemetery: No information regarding the cost of installing a below ground support for headstones in the unconsecrated area of the Cemetery extension has been received. This is despite the issue being identified as urgent at the last meeting of the Cemetery Joint Management Committee.

Willow Crescent: I received a report earlier today about trees being vandalised in the Play Area. I have not had chance to inspect any damage. Another letter regarding the area has been received and a copy is attached. This will now be discussed at the next meeting of the Council on November 1st 2006. 

Cllr Mrs Fillingham stated that she would inspect the area involved as she was the Ward Member

47/06
DEPUTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC

Members of the Public are invited to address the meeting in accordance with procedures laid down in Standing Order 74.  There were none.
48/06
OAKHAM IN BLOOM

Cllr Wolley welcomed Derek Bilby and Teressa Thompson from Oakham in Bloom, who then gave a presentation on behalf of Oakham in Bloom.
Members then raised various questions, regarding sustainable planting, watering and other possible schemes, which were answered by Derek and Teressa.
At this point Cllr Harrison joined the meeting.

49/06
PLANTING
(i)
Members discussed possible planting schemes in Oakham for the two years from 
Summer 2007 – Winter 2008, issues surrounding watering and sustainable planting, 
lamp post baskets were debated.
(ii)
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Fillingham that the lamp post baskets should remain the 
same and that it be recommended that the Town Council should continue with the 
current watering contract, this was seconded by Cllr Swiffin and unanimously agreed.

It was also agreed that Cllr Spencer investigate the possible involvement of local scouts 
groups in the planting of the flower beds in the Churchyard and at Cutts Close.

50/06
HERITAGE WARDEN

Having earlier met Mr Stopford it was proposed by Cllr Swiffin to recommend to the full council, that Mr R Stopford be appointed to the position of Heritage Warden for Oakham; this was seconded by Cllr Ms France and unanimously agreed.
51/06
PICNIC BENCH AT ROYCES PLAYING FIELD
(i)
Following a lengthy discussion it was agreed that as the bench had been cleaned up once 
and was again in need of some more attention that Royces Playing Field is an unsuitable 
location for a picnic bench.
(ii)
To agree on a suitable recommendation to the Town Council It was proposed by Cllr Ms 
France to recommend to the Town Council that Royces Playing Field is an unsuitable 
location for a picnic bench and that it be relocated to Cutts Close, this was seconded by 
Cllr Mrs Spencer and unanimously agreed.
52/06
PARK AREAS
(i)
Members discussed the issues surrounding maintenance of the Park Areas owned by 
Oakham Town Council.
(ii)
Cllr Harrison proposed to recommend to the Council, that the item be deferred until the 
next meeting of the Council. This was seconded by Cllr Wolley and unanimously 
agreed.
53/06
HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND
Cllr Woodcock gave a report on issues regarding the Public Parks Initiative from the Heritage Lottery Fund and gave members a brief insight into the Heritage Lottery Grants, however further information would be required before a decision could be made.
54/06
BUDGET 2007 – 2008

Members further discussed requirements for the Parks budget for 2007 - 2008

i)
Cllr Swiffin proposed that a recommendation is put to the Council, allocating a 
further £15,000 to the play equipment budget; this was seconded by Cllr Wolley and 
unanimously agreed.
ii)
It was proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Mrs Spencer and unanimously 
agreed  that it be recommended to Council that the money for Summer Concerts remain 
at £2500 and if necessary the number of performances be reduced to accommodate 
different (and possibly more expensive) acts.

55/06
MISCELLANEOUS – For information only

There were no items received.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

CONFIRMED    ________________________




CHAIRMAN




22nd November 2006
