MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES ON WEDNESDAY 17th DECEMBER 2008.

PRESENT:

Chairman: Cllr M Woodcock
Cllr’s Mrs J Fillingham, Mrs Dodds, Mrs S Spencer, Ms J France, Mrs S Tyers, A Kelly, J Harrison, G Swiffin and Mrs J Lucas (for part of the meeting).
330/08
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Cllrs Haworth, Mrs J Lucas and Mrs M Palmer.  
It was proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Mrs Tyers and unanimously agreed not to accept the apologies from Cllr Haworth.

It was proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Mrs Tyers and unanimously agreed to accept the apologies from Cllr Mrs Palmer and Mrs Lucas.
331/08
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Mrs Spencer declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 9 (iv) as her son attends the school. She left the meeting prior to discussions and took no part in the vote.
Cllr Mrs Dodds declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 9 (ii) as the Chairman of Oakham in Bloom who are part funding the plaque. She left the meeting prior to discussions and took no part in the vote.

Cllr Woodcock declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 9 (ix) as he knows the applicant. He left the meeting prior to discussions and took no part in the vote.

332/08
MINUTES
(Appendix A - previously distributed)
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Spencer, seconded by Cllr Mrs Fillingham and agreed with 7 votes to none and 3 abstentions that the Minutes of the Meeting of Oakham Town Council held on Wednesday 3rd December 2008 be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

333/08
COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS

There were none.
334/08
ITEMS OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
There were none.

335/08
CHAIRMAN AND MEMBER’S REPORTS 
The Chairman distributed a report of events he had attended from 1st November.
Cllr Mrs Tyres gave a brief report on the Rutland Access Group she had attended with Cllr Kelly.  Both reports are attached to the minutes for record.
336/08
CLERK’S REPORT – For information only
The Clerk reported as follows:
Carol Concert:  The Collection at the end of the concert raised just over £140.  This was split between the Air Ambulance and All Saints Church. Feedback about the Concert was very good.

Late Night Shopping:  Again, a big success.  There are some issues that will need to be ironed out but the closure of the High Street seemed to work well.

Oakham Town Partnership:  Tracy Halliday has now left Rutland County Council and no doubt discussions will be taking place within the Partnership as to how to replace her.  I would like to say, on a personal note, that she contributed a huge amount and I would like to wish her all the best.

New I.T.:  A report will be with the Council at its meeting in January outlining various options. However, the Council should be aware that the cost of the current Anti Virus Software for my desktop and the laptop will be debited from my bank account before this meeting takes place.  This is then reimbursed by the Council.

Elm Close Leisure Garden’s Association:  Their Chairman has been in and stated that they wish to remain as they are and therefore there is no point in setting up any meeting with Oakham Home Gardens and Allotment Society regarding a possible merger between the two.

LRALC Newsletter:  The November and December newsletter is copied to you all for information.

Biodiversity Action Plan:  A letter regarding this is copied to you all.

Road Closure:  Braunston Road from the South Street footbridge to its junction with West Road will be closed from Sunday March 1st for approximately 3 days to allow for road works to be completed.

Office Closure:  The Town Council offices will be shut from 1.00pm on Christmas Eve and will reopen on Monday 5th January.  I will come in during this period to check post, phone messages, etc.

RAF Cottesmore Freedom of Entry 2009:  To confirm that this will take place on Tuesday May 19th 2009.
337/08
DEPUTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC

There were none.
Cllr Mrs Lucas joined the meeting at this point.
338/08
BUDGET 2009 - 2010
(Appendix B)
Following a brief discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mrs Fillingham, seconded by Cllr Ms France and unanimously agreed that there should be no increase in the precept for a Band D equivalent house in 2009 - 2010
Members further discussed an amended Draft Budget for 2009 – 2010 and made no further changes. It was then proposed by Cllr Swiffin, seconded by Cllr Mrs Tyers and agreed with 8 votes for to 2 against that the amended Draft Budget attached as Appendix B be approved as the Council’s Budget for 2009 – 2010.
339/08
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications were considered:
(i)
PTA/2008/1018/APB

Mrs Cumber
Lift crown and reduce 1 no. Oak tree by 40%

9 The Dell

Recommend Approval. Proposed by Cllr Mrs Lucas, seconded by Cllr and unanimously agreed
Having declared a prejudicial interest in the next item Cllr Mrs Dodds left the room and took no part in the discussions or vote.
(ii)
ADV/2008/1012/APB

Oakham Town Council
Erection of Oakham in Bloom plaque to side (south) of porch

Oakham Library

It was proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Mrs Lucas and unanimously agreed that, as the applicant, the Town Council wished to make no comment.
Cllr Mrs Dodds returned to the meeting
(iii)
FUL/2008/1006/JM

Mr Keith Barnet
Single storey rear (south) extension and front (north) porch extension

16 Catmose Park Road

Recommend Approval. Proposed by Cllr Mrs Lucas, seconded by Cllr Swiffin and unanimously agreed
Having declared a prejudicial interest in the next item Cllr Mrs Spencer left the room and took no part in the discussions or vote.

(iv)
FUL/2008/0990/JM

Rutland County Council

Erection of free floating ground slab and fencing to provide storage area for refuse bins to north-east of property

Brooke Hill County Primary School

Recommend Approval. Proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Mrs Tyers and unanimously agreed
Cllr Mrs Spencer returned to the meeting

(v)
FUL/2008/1020/JM

Mr Ronald Seymour
Construction of two storey extension to side (west) elevation

16 Edmonton Way

Recommend Approval. Proposed by Cllr Mrs Dodds, seconded by Cllr Harrison and unanimously agreed
(vi)
FUL/2008/1011/NT

Mrs Sharon Paul
Two storey extension to front (north) elevation

1 Barmstedt Drive

Recommend Approval. Proposed by Cllr Harrison, seconded by Cllr Swiffin and unanimously agreed
(vii)
HEDG/2008/1034/PG

Rutland County Council
Remove 142m of hedgerow

Land between Barleythorpe Road and Hill Road

Recommend Approval. Proposed by Cllr Mrs Lucas, seconded by Cllr Woodcock and unanimously agreed. The Council requests that any removal of the hedgerow does not take place during the nesting season.
(viii)
FUL/2008/1053/JM

Mr Paul Nutter

Alterations to roof, to include the insertion of 3 dormer windows, to enable conversion of attic into bedroom and ensuite.

4 Hectors Way

Recommend Approval. Proposed by Cllr Mrs Lucas, seconded by Cllr Swiffin and unanimously agreed
Having declared a prejudicial interest in the next item Cllr Woodcock left the room and took no part in the discussions or vote.

(ix)
RES/2008/1052/NH

Mr Bryan Hoy

Reserved matters application for the erection of 1 No. dwelling house (outline application OUT/2005/0637)

148 Braunston Road



Recommend Rejection. Proposed by Cllr Mrs Fillingham, seconded by Cllr 


Harrison and unanimously agreed. The Council has consistently opposed this 


application on the grounds of loss of 
amenity, impact on neighbouring properties 


and the proximity of the proposed access to Harrington Way. Whilst recognising 


that this is a Reserved Matters Application it continues to recommend refusal



The Council would also like to state that it is extremely concerned about the 


number of proposed infill developments in Oakham and would ask that the 


Planning Authority looks at ways in which this could be curbed.

Cllr Woodcock returned to the meeting

340/08
MISCELLANEOUS – For information only

There were no items.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm.

Signed:_______________________________________________

CHAIRMAN

14th January 2009
