MINUTES OF THE THIRTY FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL  HELD AT THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES ON WEDNESDAY 7TH  MAY 2008 AT 7.00PM
PRESENT:

Cllr J Harrison (in the Chair)

Cllrs Mrs S Tyers, Mrs M Dodds, Mrs J Fillingham, Mrs S Spencer, Mrs M Palmer, Ms France, and Mrs E Walker
Cllrs M Woodcock, A Kelly and G Swiffin (for part of the meeting)
111/08
CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL

Cllr Mrs Tyers proposed that Cllr Woodcock be elected as Chairman of the Council for the forthcoming year. This was seconded by Cllr Swiffin and unanimously agreed.

Cllr Woodcock then took the chair, saying it was an honour to be Chairman and Mayor of Oakham. He looked forward to bringing current projects such as the toilets and the new Play Area at Cutts Close to fruition as well as upgrading amenities in the future. He was also committed to promoting closer working relationships with RCC, working as a team and facing new challenges as they came.
112/08
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by Cllr Woodcock and witnessed by the Clerk.

113/08
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs J Lucas.  It was proposed by Cllr Swiffin, seconded by Cllr Ms France and unanimously agreed that the apology be accepted.

114/08
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Mrs Walker declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 25(viii) & (ix) as a nearby resident and took no part in the discussion or vote.
115/08
VICE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Ms France proposed that Cllr Mrs Fillingham be elected as Vice Chairman of the Council for the forthcoming year. This was seconded by Cllr Harrison and unanimously agreed.

116/08
MINUTES
(Previously Distributed)
Cllr Mrs Dodds proposed 2 amendments to the minutes which were seconded by Cllr Swiffin and unanimously agreed.

It was then proposed by Cllr Mrs Dodds, seconded by Cllr Swiffin and agreed with 7 votes to none and 4 abstentions that the Minutes of the meeting of Oakham Town Council held on Wednesday 16th April 2008, copies of which had been previously circulated, be confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Chairman
117/08
COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS

There were none.

118/08
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS

The Clerk reported on a meeting of the Oakham Town Partnership He stated that no decisions were made at the meeting  and another was scheduled for the end of May.
119/08
CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported as follows:

Toddlers Play Area:  As you are aware, circumstances dictated that Oakham Town Council had to deal directly with the play surfacing company specified by the Council. This was a matter of some urgency and, after consultation with a number of members I took this decision under the powers delegated to me under Standing Order 68.

Following yesterday’s e-mail stating that it was hoped that the new facility would open on May 17th I have some bad news.  A meeting this morning with the play surfacing company has identified a number of areas that need to be addressed before they can commence work.  The installers will be back in tomorrow to sort these out.  These issues are mainly concerned with loose stone around some of the pieces of equipment.  The roundabout also needs to be checked as it seems that stone has got into the mechanism.  This means that the surfacing has now been rescheduled for Monday of next week.  It is anticipated that this will take until at least Thursday.  This has a knock on effect with regard to the fencing, new decking for the seating area and so on and hence the opening date will have to be put back by a week to May 24th.  This additional week will ensure that the facility is completed to both the Councils and the various contractors’ satisfaction and that it will provide a safe and enjoyable environment for youngsters to play in for many years to come.

Accounts:  Oakham Town Council has been selected as one of the annual 5% of Parish Councils who have to submit additional information with regard to their accounts to the External Auditor.  The accounts themselves should be ready for approval at the June meeting of the Council.  The information to be submitted is similar to that which has been sent as part of the Statement of Assurance.  The new Annual Return does not have the Statement of Assurance so ironically it would appear that we are actually submitting less information than previously.

The bottom line figure is that the Council had £57500 in its account at the end of March 2008 giving a surplus of £17500 over the reserves figure.

The Council had previously made the decision to use some of this to ensure that the new Play Area was completed as soon as possible.  Taking into account the grant received from the Cory Environmental Trust approximately £12000 will be needed.  This means that the Council has approximately £5500 over its reserve figure of £40000.

Oakham Tennis Club:  The lease for Oakham Tennis Club is actually dated April 1st 2003, not April 1st 2001.  The lease we always assumed was the final copy was in fact a draft.  The Deed of Variation will reflect this and will now state that the term of the Lease is from April 1st 2003.

This has implications for the signing of the Deed of Variation and a new resolution will be required by the Council to rescind its earlier decision to sign an amended version of this.

To finally resolve this issue I would like to hold an extra meeting of the Council as soon as possible to rescind the previous decision.  This will be done by waiving the Standing Order requiring 6 Months to pass before a decision can be revisited unless 5 signatures are obtained. I would like this to take place on Wednesday 21st May.  There are some other items that did not make it onto tonight’s Agenda that will also be discussed This meeting will then be followed by the Committee Meetings (if the Schedule of Meetings to be considered later, is approved) in order that they can elect Chairman.  If this is not acceptable then we will wait until the June Meeting

Clerks Leave:  I will be on leave on Friday 9th May. Sharon will be in the office on that day.

Road Notices:  Station Approach will be closed on Sunday June 1st
There will be a 30mph speed restriction along the B668 on June 1st because of the Rutland Show
Brooke Road on the School side of the crossing will be closed to its junction with Trent Road on Monday May 26th for approximately 3 days to allow for maintenance work to be carried out.

Funding:  The Council has received letters of thanks from the Citizen’s Advice Bureau and the Carnival and Fun Day Committee.
120/08
DEPUTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC

There were none.
121/08
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

(Appendix A)
Following a number of changes it was proposed by Cllr Mrs Palmer, seconded by Cllr Harrison and unanimously agreed that the following Members be appointed as representatives of Oakham Town Council for the forthcoming municipal year:

Oakham Cemetery Joint Management Committee
Cllr’s Woodcock, Swiffin & Mrs Spencer
Voluntary Action Rutland



Cllr Mrs Dodds

Archdeacon Johnson’s Almshouse Charity Oakham
Cllr Mrs Walker

Rutland Citizens Advice Bureau


Cllr Woodcock
Trustees of Victoria Hall



Cllrs Kelly, Mrs Fillingham & Mrs Dodds

Oakham Festival Committee



Cllr Mrs Tyers

Oakham United Charities



Cllrs Woodcock, Mrs Fillingham & Mrs Tyers

Oakham Town Partnership



Cllrs Mrs Fillingham, Ms France and The 






Clerk

Tree Warden





Cllr Mrs Lucas

Rutland Community Safety Partnership

Cllr Mrs Dodds

Rutland CSP Anti Social Behaviour, CCTV

Cllr Ms France

Task and Finish and Violent Crime Group


Rutland CSP Burglary and Car Crime Group

Cllr Ms France

Rutland Together (the Local Strategic Partnership)
Cllr Mrs Spencer

Rutland House Community Trust


Cllr Mrs Dodds

Lady Ann Harrington Charity



Clerk & Assistant Clerk

Oakham in Bloom




Cllr Harrison & Cllr Mrs Palmer
Trustees of Memorial Institute


Cllrs Harrison, Kelly, Mrs Spencer & 

Mrs Fillingham

Wing Grange Liaison Group



Cllr Woodcock

Oakham Parks School




Cllr Woodcock
Rutland Access Group



Cllr’s Kelly, Mrs Walker & Mrs Tyers
Leics. And Rutland Association of Local Councils
Cllr Mrs Spencer
Oakham Carnival & Fun Day



Cllr Mrs Palmer

122/08
COUNCIL COMMITTEES
(Appendix B)
(i)
To decide on any changes to the current Committee system 
including changes to 

Standing Orders
(ii)
To appoint members to the Committees.

Following discussions it was proposed by Cllr Mrs Spencer, seconded by Cllr Mrs Dodds and unanimously agreed to defer this item until the next meeting of the Council.
Councillor Mrs Palmer left the meeting
123/08
PUBLIC TOILETS IN OAKHAM
(Appendix C – includes plans previously distributed)
Members discussed at some length issues surrounding the proposed new Public Toilets.
(i)
It was then proposed by Cllr Swiffin, seconded by Cllr Mrs Tyers and agreed with 9 
votes for and 1 abstention to accept the proposed design, layout and location.  
Councillor Mrs Palmer returned to the meeting
(ii)
It was proposed by Cllr Harrison, seconded by Cllr Mrs Palmer and agreed with 6 votes 
to 4 and 1 abstention to initially make the facility free.
(iii)
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Palmer, seconded by Cllr Ms France and agreed with 10 
votes and an abstention from Cllr Mrs Tyers to the opening hours being 08.00-18.00 7 
days per week
(iv)
It was proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Swiffin and agreed with 10 votes 
for and Cllr Mrs Walker voting against to approve the proposed cleaning and 
maintenance schedule entailing 4 ½ hour cleans during opening times and a further ½ 
hour clean once the facility was closed
Cllr Mrs Walker left the meeting

(v)
Cllr Mrs Spencer proposed that all agreed details be kept under review. This was 
seconded by Cllr Mrs Palmer and unanimously agreed.
Cllr Mrs Walker returned to the meeting

124/08
OAKHAM TOWN PARTNERSHIP

(i)
It was proposed by Cllr Harrison, seconded by Cllr Mrs Dodds and agreed with 7 votes 
for to 4 against, to fund the Partnership in the current financial year to the sum of £3000. 
to be payable quarterly. The payment was made under Section 144 of the Local 
Government Act 1972.
(ii)
It was proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Mrs Palmer and unanimously 
agreed that no funding would be made available after April 2009 as a direct contribution 
to the running costs of the Partnership.However, funds may be available for specific 
projects upon application.
It was then proposed by Cllr Mrs France, seconded by Cllr Mrs Palmer and unanimously agreed to consider Item 24 on the Agenda next.

125/08
THE SIDINGS

Cllr Kelly gave a brief resume of the issues encountered to date. These included anti social behaviour and the problems with inadequate fencing leading onto the railway track Although the Developers had said they would ask their fencing Manager to have a look at the latter issue,  there had been no further response.  It was then proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Kelly and unanimously agreed that Cllr Mrs Fillingham together with Cllr Kelly would draft a letter to Network Rail, BTP, the Local Police and RCC stating the Council’s concerns over safety in a bid to resolve the issues.

126/08
CUTTS CLOSE
(Appendix D)
Following some discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mrs Tyers, seconded by Cllr Ms France and unanimously agreed that it was inappropriate to partly fence the park to allow for a separate area for the exercising of dogs.
The Clerk undertook to investigate ways by which dog owners could be encouraged to ensure that their pets were adequately controlled.
127/08
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
(Appendix E)
It was proposed by Cllr Kelly, seconded by Cllr Ms France and unanimously agreed to agree on the Schedule of Meetings for the period May 2008 – May 2009 with the proviso that the Committee meetings scheduled for May 21st would now only be a meeting of the Council.
128/08
BUS SHELTERS
(Appendix F)
It was proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Mrs Palmer and unanimously agreed to sign a Bus Shelter Maintenance Agreement with Rutland County Council

Cllr Swiffin left the meeting.
129/08
ALL SAINTS CHURCH CLOCK
(Appendix G)
Following a brief discussion it was proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Mrs Tyers and agreed with 6 votes for, Cllrs Mrs Dodds and Harrison against and 2 abstentions from Cllr Mrs Walker and Cllr Kelly to fund the repairs to the All Saints Church clock to the value of £1,306.00. The payment was made under Section 2 of the Parish Council’s Act 1957
Cllr Swiffin returned to the meeting
130/08
INTERNAL CONTROLS
(Appendix H)
Following a brief discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mrs Spencer, seconded by Cllr Ms France and unanimously agreed that Oakham Town Council has more than adequate internal controls in place and that they were proving effective.
Cllr Mrs Palmer left the meeting

131/08
PULL TESTING OF ANCHOR BOLTS
(Appendix I)
Members considered quotations received for the work.  It was then proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Kelly and unanimously agreed to award the Contract to Lamps and Tubes following assurances from the Council’s insurers as to the level of testing to be conducted
Cllr Mrs Palmer returned to the meeting


Cllr Mrs Dodds and Cllr Mrs Walker left the meeting

132/08
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS
(Appendix J – To be distributed at the Meeting)
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Spencer, seconded by Cllr Ms France and unanimously agreed to approve the Schedule of Payments for April 2008


Cllr Mrs Dodds and Cllr Mrs Walker returned to the meeting

133/08
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS
(Appendix K – To be distributed at the Meeting)
It was proposed by Cllr Swiffin, seconded by Cllr Mrs Spencer and unanimously agreed to approve the Statement of Accounts to the end of April 2008

Cllr Swiffin left the meeting and did not return

134/08
RUTLAND SPRING CLEAN WEEK
(Appendix L)
After discussion of various ideas, it was proposed by Cllr Mrs Palmer, seconded by Cllr Woodcock and unanimously agreed to meet on Tuesday 20th May at 6.30 to litter pick whichever area under the Council’s control was needed following consultation with RCC.
135/08
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications were considered:
(i)
FUL/2008/0291/NT

Mr Corry Taylor (Bradshaw Taylor Ltd)
Construction of double garage with annexe accommodation above to front (north east) elevation. Single storey extensions to side (north west) and rear (south west) elevation

Gnoll House, 9 Uppingham Road

Recommend approval.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Dodds, seconded by Cllr Mrs Palmer and unanimously agreed.

(ii)
FUL/2008/0298/NT

Mr and Mrs A Crowe

Construction of two storey extension to side (south) elevation and single storey extension to rear (east) elevation

24 Glebe Way
Recommend approval.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Palmer, seconded by Cllr Ms France and unanimously agreed.

(iii)
FUL/2008/0311/NH

Mr Aftab Uddin

Retrospective application for replacement extract vent and air intake unit

26 Melton Road

Recommend rejection. This was proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Kelly and unanimously agreed on the grounds that the development was incongruous in a conservation area
(iv)
LBA/2008/0229/NH

Mr Aftab Uddin

Retrospective application for replacement extract vent and air intake unit

26 Melton Road

Recommend rejection. This was proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Kelly and unanimously agreed on the grounds that the development was incongruous in a conservation area

(v)
OUT/2008/0344/CC

Rutland County Council

C3 Residential development

Vale of Catmose College, Cold Overton Road

Recommend approval.  Proposed by Cllr Kelly, seconded by Cllr Mrs Dodds and agreed with 8 votes to none and 2 abstentions from Cllr Mrs Spencer and Cllr Mrs Palmer.

(vi)
FUL/2008/0326/JR

Mr Paul Murray

Provision of brick / block support to bay window, removal of existing brick / block panel

4 Ryefield

Recommend approval.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Dodds, seconded by Cllr Ms France and unanimously agreed.

(vii)
RES/2008/0315/DH

Rugby Investments Ltd
Erection of 7 No. B1 Units

Site E8 Hawksmead, Lands End Way

Recommend approval.  Proposed by Cllr Ms France, seconded by Cllr Mrs Fillingham and agreed with 9 votes to none with Cllr Mrs Walker abstaining
Having declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the next two items Cllr Mrs Walker left the room and took no part in the discussion or vote.
(viii)
FUL/2008/0370/DH

Hawksmead Ltd

Change of use of agricultural land to community open space

Former Barleythorpe Stud, Main Road, Barleythorpe

Cllr Mrs Dodds proposed that this item be deferred for more information regarding Parish Boundaries.This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Fillingham and unanimously agreed.

(ix)
FUL/2008/0369/DH

Hawksmead Ltd

Erection of 17 no. two storey semi-detached affordable dwellings

Land adjacent to Barleythorpe Stud, Main Road, Barleythorpe

Cllr Mrs Dodds proposed that this item be deferred for more information regarding Parish Boundaries. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Fillingham and unanimously agreed.

(x)
FUL/2008/0259/NT

Miss Kirsty Paige (The Lounge Café)

Amendment of Planning Application reference FUL/2006/0810 to extend hours of opening to between 8am – 11pm seven days per week (to include serving in external communal courtyard) and bank holidays
The Lounge Café, 2B Gaol Street

Recommend approval.  Proposed by Cllr Harrison, seconded by Cllr Mrs Dodds and agreed with 6 votes for to 3 against and Cllr Mrs Spencer abstaining.
136/08
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
There were no items.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30 pm.

Signed:_______________________________________________



CHAIRMAN


21st May 2008
