MINUTES OF THE THIRTY SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12th MAY 2010 AT THE OFFICES OF OAKHAM TOWN COUNCIL, VICTORIA HALL, 39 HIGH STREET, OAKHAM 

PRESENT:

Chairman:  Cllr Mrs Sharon Spencer 
Cllrs, Mrs J Lucas, Mrs M Dodds, M Brookes, A Dewis, A Walters, C Haworth, G Swiffin, 
M Woodcock

14 members of the public were also present

Cllr Mrs Spencer thanked Theresa Stokes from Democratic Services, Rutland County Council for her attendance and also reminded all members of their requirement to sign the attendance register 

72/10  CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL

It was proposed by Cllr Woodcock, seconded by Cllr Swiffin and agreed with 8 votes 

for and 1 against to elect Cllr Mrs Sharon Spencer as Chairman of Oakham Town Council for the forthcoming municipal year

73/10
ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL
Cllr Mrs Spencer signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Assistant Clerk to the Council

74/10
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs J Fillingham
It was proposed by Cllr Dewis and seconded by Cllr Swiffin and agreed with 

8 votes for and Cllr Brookes against to accept the apologies

75/10
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None declared 

76/10
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Lucas, seconded by Cllr Swiffin and unanimously agreed to elect Cllr Woodcock as Vice Chairman of the Council for the forthcoming municipal year

77/10
MINUTES -
(Appendix A – Previously distributed)
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Dodds, seconded by Cllr Brookes and agreed with 7 votes for and 2 abstentions that the Minutes of the Meeting of Oakham Town Council held on Wednesday April 7th 2010 be signed by the Chairman as a true record of that Meeting

78/10
COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS


Cllr Brookes submitted the following questions:

What is the Chairman’s fund?

The answer without discussion was:
This is to assist the Chairman to carry out their civic duties

At the last council meeting, I asked the following:

How much is the Town Clerk paid?

How much is the Assistant Clerk paid?

The council refused to answer these questions, I was told you would answer my questions later that week you have not, why?

The answer without discussion was:

This has now been explained

At the part of the meeting you illegally excluded the public you asked me to decide if the Assistant Clerk could increase hours of work at the flat rate of pay, I asked how much this flat rate of pay was and you refused to tell me why?
The answer without discussion was:

This has now been explained 

Why does Oakham Town Council not accept I am elected member and give me all the information required to make decisions

The answer without discussion was:
Information as available is shared

Will Oakham Town Council be taking legal advice from the unqualified in Law, Cllr Alf Dewis at future meetings?

The answer without discussion was:
Legal advice has never been taken from Cllr Dewis
The council told me in a previous answer we do not have a strategic plan.  If we do not have a plan can you please explain the point of the council?  Is it just a take in as much of the tax payers money as we can get and spend, spend?  Is that the only purpose of the Council?

The answer without discussion was:
The council will be reviewing very shortly its future plans now it has achieved several of its long term aims e.g. bandstand, lighting, park equipment and Church Street toilets
Can Oakham Town Council explain why the Internal Audit has been cancelled?  The Town Clerk off sick would not be a good enough answer
The answer without discussion was:
The council pays for the Audit and the Auditor needs information from the Clerk.  It was decided that it was better to postpone the Audit for a few weeks in the hope the Clerks absence would be short term rather than waste money
79/10
ITEMS OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (Appendix B)


Members voted on the following proposals
(i)
Standing Order 74

It was proposed by Cllr Dewis and seconded by Cllr Mrs Lucas that Standing Order 74 be amended to read:

“At meetings of Oakham Town Council and its Committees, all members shall wear appropriate dress”

It was agreed with 8 votes for and 1 against to accept
(ii) 
Standing Order 66(j)

It was proposed by Cllr Dewis and seconded by Cllr Brookes to remove Standing Order 66(j)

It was agreed with 8 votes for and 1 abstention to accept
(iii)
Standing Order 68

It was proposed by Cllr Haworth and seconded by Cllr Dewis that no changes to Standing Order 68 were necessary

It was agreed with 7 votes for, 1 against and 1 abstention to accept
(iv)
Subsequent renumbering of Standing Orders

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Lucas and seconded by Cllr Dewis that re-numbering will take place

It was agreed with 8 votes for and 1 abstention to accept
80/10
MEMBER’S REPORTS

Cllr Haworth gave a verbal report on the recent Police Joint Action Group (JAG) meeting he attended on 29th April 2010
81/10
CLERK’S REPORT  

In the absence of the Clerk no report was circulated 

82/10
DEPUTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC

Helen Pender raised the following questions:
Why did the Council mislead Councillor Brookes regarding the vacancy of Cllr Swiffin’s seat which the reply from democratic services confirms is now vacant?

Can the Council tell me who advised them that the seat was not vacant?

Will the Council take action to ensure they do not give misleading answers to written questions in the future and that they will take adequate steps to ensure they act on the best advice and adhere to best practice in the future?

What action is to be taken against the Town Clerk for failing to advise me correctly on this matter? I was informed that a Councillor may give their apologies continually provided apologies are given to each meeting. This is clearly not correct and misleading.

Are Officers and Councillors aware that tampering with Council documents carries severe penalties? (The minutes of 16 December were not available for scrutiny and I was assured that that meeting had been cancelled. Yet the minutes reappeared by 11th May 2010!)
Cllr Mrs Spencer advised Cllr George Swiffin attended a Council meeting on 16th December 2009 and his signature not appearing in the register of members attending that meeting was an oversight and copies of the minutes were on the Oakham Town Council website 
83/10   COUNCIL COMMITTEES (Appendix C)

(i)  
It was proposed by Cllr Dewis, seconded by Cllr Mrs Lucas and unanimously agreed that all Members of the Council sit on the Planning and General Purposes Committee


(ii)  
It was proposed by Cllr Swiffin seconded by Cllr Dewis and unanimously agreed that all Members of the Council sit on the Parks and Recreation Committee

(iii) 
A signed ballot took place and it was agreed that Cllrs Mrs Spencer, Mrs Dodds, 
M Woodcock, A Dewis and C Haworth would be members of the Staffing Committee

84/10
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS (Appendix D)
Following discussions it was proposed by Cllr Swiffin, seconded by Cllr Dewis and unanimously agreed that the distributed draft schedule of meetings be adopted 
85/10
BANK MANDATES (Appendix E)


To authorise signatories to the following Bank Accounts

(i)
Current Account – Proposed by Cllr Dewis, seconded by Cllr Mrs Dodds and unanimously agreed that signatories are Cllrs Woodcock, Mrs Fillingham, Mrs Dodds and Mrs Spencer
(ii)
Chairman’s Fund –. Proposed by Cllr Woodcock, seconded by Cllr Swiffin and unanimously agreed that signatories are The Chairman and the Clerk 
(iii)
Mayors Charity Account – Proposed by Cllr Mrs Spencer, seconded by Cllr Woodcock and unanimously agreed that signatories are The Chairman and Deputy Chairman
86/10   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES

None

87/10   PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members considered the following applications:

(i) CAT/2010/0363  Mrs Helen Samuel
Fell 1 No. Magnolia tree

Works to tree in a Conservation Area

7 South Street

Recommend approval.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Lucas, seconded by Cllr Haworth 

and agreed with 7 votes for, 1 against and 1 abstention

(ii)
FUL/2010/0377   Mr & Mrs Howe
Construction of conservatory to rear (east) elevation

7 Gunthorpe Close

Recommend approval. Proposed by Cllr Woodcock, seconded by Cllr Swiffin and agreed with 8 votes for and 1 against
 88/10   MISCELLANEOUS

 Cllr Brookes stated that he would like to hold his Ward Surgery’s for 1 hour each day of the week in the Council Chamber. After much debate it was proposed by Cllr Dewis, seconded by Cllr Swiffin and agreed with 8 votes for and 1 against that Cllr Brookes must book his surgery in the council diary in advance and, if held on a Saturday, must be with at least one other member
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.53pm

Signed:___________________________________________________

Chairman

9th June 2010

